1 
y 
- 
: 
B 


T0 THE PUBLIC. 


war 


HE erroneous ſtatements publiſhed by Mr Kemble, 
in his anſwer to my Addreſs, oblige me once 
more to ſolicit your attention: The only motive I had 
br intruding my trivia! ffairs, was a with to clear my- 
ſelf from a ſuſpicion of ingratitude. I could not leave 
N: weattle, after the generous reception I had met with, 
Fi:h0ut returning my thanks, and apologizing for my 
Anduct on the 3d inſtant. 


My reaſon now for troubling you, is an endeavour to 
emove a ſevere 1mputation on my veracity, Mr Kem- 
Je | am perſuaded, muſt have imagined that I had left 

: caſtle, or he never could have had the audacity to 
wntratidt my aſſertion. 


la the firſt place, Mr Kemble denies that he ever pro- 
nile! Mrs Edwin and me the beſt ſalary: A wit and a 
nager ſeem to be allied, for they have both ſhort me- 
ie has forgot a letter | received in London, 
„are | engaged with him, flating, that a guinea and 
f was the higheſt ſalary he could afford to give: 
4d when Mrs Kemble was informed by Mrs Edwin, 
the mult have ſome addition tor the uſe and neceſ- 
[\ cxpen.cs of her wardrobe, that lady told my wife, 
kt ine would write to Newcalile, Where Mr 2 
H e then 
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then was, for the purpoſe of acquainting him with he: 
demand; but aſſured her, that ſhe did not think he 

would comply, as that was the higheſt ſalary he gave 
However, he did agree to ſome trifling conſideration; 
and, on the ſuppoſition that we ſhould have the highet| 
ſalary, (not having the leaſt doubt of Mrs Kemble's ve. 
racity) we conſented, and travelled 160 miles to She 


field; which journey Mr Kemble could not remembe«M 
when he was making his ſtatement, 
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Mr Kemble admits that he promiſed I ſhould be nM 
loſer by my benefit at Sheffield; and even adds, that be : 
intended to have made me an additional preſent. Tha; 
is enough, I think, to convince every one, he was well x, 
quainted with the badneſs of the night he had aihgnel ; 
me. This promiſe has not been performed! 1 


My informing Mr Kemble I had diſcovered that . 
was deceived, with reſpect to my weekly receipts, l 
conſidered by him to be taking an unfair advantage 
—  — How can it poſſibly be reckoned unfair? I only er 
plained the circumſtance as I found it. I rather thin 
that I ſhould conſider that they had taken an unfair ac 
vantage of me, in bringing me ſo many miles, for ti 
purpoſe of deceiving me. Mr Kemble has reli 
throughout on my ignorance in theatrical affairs, and hu 
made me believe exactly what he pleaſed. Mr Ken 
ble ingenuouſly confeſſes, that he made me ſign the 
ticle, leſt I ſhould go over to the other Theatre in Edi 
burgh, for a greater ſalary. The ſigning of this writin 
for that reaſon, could not entirely have been intend 
for me; others might have done the ſame ; and it 
well known that my word is to be relied on. He,! 
that maſter- piece of art, (the obliging his performers! 
ſign that article) was enabled to perform at the N. 
Theatre, for not one quarter of the expence, that thiffive 
were ſubje& to at the old one: and this is the real f 
why he ſtood his ground ſo bravely in the Nortbeſ fai 
Theatrical Wars, | at t 
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W The manager makes a merit of permitting me to 
are with him in the profits of my Edinburgh benefit. 
hen he firſt offered it, Mr Fox, myſelf, and a few 
KSthers, were diſcourſing on the uncertainty of acquiring 
good houſe. Mr Kemble ſeemed thoroughly perſuad- 
J that we (myſelf and Mr Fox) ſhould have very to- 
Erable benefits. We thought proper to differ with him 
I opfnion ; but Mr Kemble was ſo poſitively convin- 
Wed, that at laſt he declared he ſhould be very glad to 
| o halves; this was agreed to, firſt by Mr Fox, and then 
0 : y me. This was-the agreement. Mr Kemble and 
Pyſelf were to ſhare the receipts of the Theatre after 
| is deducting 51. Of courſe, it I had but 651, he would 
Have gained 351. the uſual charges of the Theatre. If 
had been above that ſum, I ſhould have loſt. The 
Rouſe holds above 1801. and if it had been full, Mr 
Kemble would have gained near Gol. As I did not 
cceed, the manager was quite aſtoniſhed. 
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As for the diſpute about the benefits at Newcaſtle, it 
as certainly for his advantage to go to Edinburgh, but 
dr mine to ſtay, For a trifling conſideration I neglect- 
my own intereſt, to ſerve him; this is the return I 


ade him for his breach of promiſe at Sheſſield. 


[ poſitively deny my ever agreeing to have my ſalar 
opped in Edinburgh, or refuſing to perform unleſs 
elent me 161.—the firſt was entirely his own deter- 
nation, and the laſt is an excellent ſpecimen of his 
vention. 


The ſtatement of my benefit in Newcaſtle was moſt 
ndoubtedly erroneous. The caſh was counted, arid ſe- 
red without my knowledge ; and I was not permitted 
lee any thing but my own tickets. — The acgount 
ven to me was 05pl.—and I will appeal to any impar- 
1 irequenter of the Theatre, to determine, if that was 
fair eſtimation. Many Gentlemen were of opinion, 
at there was 89. in the houſe, and a few reckoned it 


gal, Mr 


Mr Kemble's monary ſeems to have become wor 
towards the latter part of his addreſs; and he appears to 
be better verſed in interęſ, than in any other arithmetic | 
rule. He has made a miſtake in the journies [| 
have performed; for inftance, A 


From London to Sheffield 160 miles. 
From Sheffield to Newcaſtle 120 
From Newcaſtle to Edinburgh 116 
From Edinburgh to Newcaſtle 116 


Total — 512 


Mr Kemble's account is 352.—In my former addre{ 
1 mentioned it was about 532. But as I have now pro 
cured the exact diſtances, I find I have made a miffal 
of 20 miles; and 1 alſo find, that I have to travel 3 
miles to my intended engagement. 


The time that I calculated my receipt of 129l. fron 
Mr Kemble, was but for 8 months. Mr Kemble he 
accounted for 37 weeks, of courſe has included my | 
benefit, which makes a conſiderable difference, 


As Mr Kemble has never made mention of any oth: 
charge but that relative to the uſual price of the Theatr 
I ſhall give an exact account of all the coſt I was oblig es 
to be at for my benefits in Edinburgh; our being cot 
fined to pantomimes, rendering it particularly expenſiꝶ 


„ 
My Benefit was — 29 e © 
Mr Kemble's deduction 1 0 - 
i 
$600 


My ſhare of courſe was . 12 © 0 


— 3 o +> . 
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Extra expences paid out of my fhare. 
J. ＋J. d. 
Advertiſing in the * 2 98 Þ 
Fire- works — 1 8-6 
Supernumeraries — =— 018 0 
For writing muſic — oO 13 © 
F Printing bills and tickets — o©o 8 o. 
- Properties for the ſtage, &c. _—- 
| C8 ® 0 
VVV 
My ſhare was — 12 0 © 
Expences as above - — 6 2 0 
Total receipts of my Benefit 5 18 © 
„ A 
Mrs Edwin's was — 47 2 0 
Charges of the Theatre 35 o 0 
1a 2 0 


Extra expeuces _ hs 


Total 8 19 0 


leared by our Benefit at Newcaſtle — 40 © o 


Extra expences £6 0 

L. 34 14 © 

. A 

Received of Mr Kemble for 37 weeks ſalary 151 4 © 
leared by my Benefit at Edinburgh — 5 14 © 
leared by Mrs Edwin — — — 8 19 0 
hene fit at Newcaſtle — — = 34 14 0 
£. 199 11 0 
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When! firſt came to Newcaſtle, I owed Mr Kemblf 
above 171. for deficiency at my Sheffield Benefit, & 
for which I gave my note to Mrs Kemble, before I le 
that town. borrowed 51. at Neweaſtle, and 20l. to tak: 
me to Edinburgh. When I arrived there, I found myſclf 
indebted to Mr Kemble 421. for which ſum I was re. 
quired to give my note :—The Sheffield note being in. 
cluded, made it amount to that ſum. All this, I am ter. 
ribly afraid, Mr Kemble, or his Agent, have endeavour {M. 
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ed to forget. I borrowed 161. afterwards ; and not being 


troubled with a treacheroys memory, am confident tha; 


MrKemble has lent me no caſh ſince; am therefore quit 


furpriſed to find the debt ſwelled out in ſo wonderful: 
manner. I have paid at ſundry times: | | 
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„ . 1 
At Sheſheld — — — — 111 6 K. 
At Edinburgh — _ — — 4 1 „ E 
At Newcaſtle — — — — EW vc 
Caſh ſtopped at my benefit above the charges 3 6 o Mar 
Allowance to make the benefit 4. 3 o 09 
£28 7 


Total money borrowed _ oO o 
Caſh paid ' = -» — ,-- 18 7 6 
6 


| Money due — K —ͤ— ww £20 12 


How Mr Kemble can make out that J owe hin 

11. 38. Heaven only knows! and I defy him to prove 
it, I am an entire ſtranger to any other demand that 
that I have ſtated; and 1 folemnly declare, that I do 
not owe him a ſhilling more than I have acknow: 
ledged. | | | 


Mr Kemble, in his addreſs, ſuggeſted that as I was 
indebted to him, I had no right to complain of hi 


oppreſſion A manager has it always in his powe! 
t 


LY 
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Wy controul, and be revenged on a comedian, Tho 
N iuged to us for an exiſtence, their policy in keepin 
tin poverty, and their property and intereſt, mu 
ep us eternally in awe. An actor in favour with the 
oblic is often conſidered by the manager as his enemy: 


r Cook's diſpute is an example of that. I had two 
ils to chooſe, either that of ſuffering under the laſh, 

Ir of boldly ſtepping forward and appealing to you. 
WH made choice of the latter: having experienced your 
adneſs and patronage, I am afraid that you will ima- 
Wine I truſt too much upon that, when I venture to 
Sddreſs you a ſecond time; but I was apprehenſive that 
ou would conſider my taciturnity as an acknowledg- 
ent, I ſhall not, however, (whatever Mr Kemble 
May advance) think of troubling you again; though 
J think I might ſafely have neglected anſwering Mr 
emble's production; for it reminds me of what Sir 
Iſaac Newton ſaid, after he had read the inimitable 
orks of the immortal Shakeſpeare, © It is a great effort 
pf genius, but it proves nothing.“ 


at 
Ut 
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I have the honour to be, 
| With the utmoſt reſpect, 


Your very humble ſervant, 
NEWCASTLE, . 
une 12th, 1793. „„ DD W 4 
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